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Module One Goals and Outcomes:

1. To continue to develop and use research skills from D.Min 513.

2. To integrate learning from D.Min 516 & 517 with Len Sweet and LEC2 Cohort into my learning plan, and goal setting, for my planned dissertation and project. 

3. To apply learning from D.Min 516 & 517 to my church context and larger role in coaching church planters, leaders and pastor in Emergent UK by;

a. Holding a pastors/leaders retreat for Emergent in area of emerging church leadership November 29th 2003, and make assessment of the results.

b. Incorporate learning from D.Min 516 and D.Min 517 into main conference teaching (see below under proposed conference)

c. Journal and blog my learning to make resources available and test online learning approaches for my D.Min learning plan, at http://jasonclark.emergent-uk.org
d. Running a Christian basics class, “Journey: a conversation about the Christian faith” at my church, for new Christians, and assess the outcomes.

e. Development of my Sunday congregations using this learning and specifically EPIC motif by Len Sweet, and its outcomes.

f. Develop mentoring groups, in my church context, on leadership and spiritual formation.

4. Engage and support my cohort colleagues with online interactions and reading and replying to posts via web ct/cuseeme

5. Gain an overview and understanding of the post-modernity and current theological responses.  Identify key theological issues for ongoing engagement by church leaders from key academic theological works and popular titles where relevant.  This work will form basis for later critique of EPIC motif of Len Sweet in my dissertation and final project.

6. Identify from reading above, works for more detailed interaction with, in support of future learning modules, and my main learning plan and final project.

7. Gain an overview of current models in response to post-modernity of emerging church.

Meet with and engage Derryck McLuhan, and establish details of basis for possible collaboration on final project for D.Min.
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Proposed Conference:

Conference:  “A New Kind of Church”, 3 day event, information at http://www.emergent-uk.org
Location:  London, UK

Dates: 3-5 November 2003

Sponsor:  Emergent-UK and church.co.uk

Seat Time:  24 hours

Rationale:  

This event involves two major thought and church leaders, in the area of emerging church, Brian McLaren and Steve Chalke.  The focus of the conference will be issues of post-modern culture, theology, and models of emerging church.  

The event will be multi denominational with 200 or more pastors, from mainline churches and new forms/streams of church, for cross-pollination and learning about emerging church.  There will major group work, discussion and learning around the plenary sessions.  

I have the role of organising the whole event and speaking myself at a main session.  My speaking will incorporate my learning to date, and new learning from the D.Min LEC2 and in particular D.Min 516.  

I will be organising communication and on going learning by production of an interactive DVD, with MP3’s of talks, discussions, Q&A, and delegates directory, which will form an experiment for applied learning of D.Min 516 issues, and form the beginning of my project for my overall learning plan.  

I will also be engaging in small group coaching and learning with pastors during the event for my own learning and for using my D.Min learning in application with others.

Abstract of Proposed Essay:

My thesis will be that the church needs to respond to postmodernity with a theologically informed rethinking of it’s gospel message to enable vital ecclesiological changes (i.e programmes and practices).  My premise is that most responses are more sociologically than theologically informed.

I will show this by;

1. Summary of post-modern situation from key academic and popular writers

2. Highlight how this affects and challenges the gospel presentations by churches

3. Use this to critique responses and formations of current emerging churches.

4. Propose a way ahead, of theological engagement and cultural/sociological engagement that may be more effective in reaching post-modern people

5. Critique and assess this proposal by reference to my own emerging church plant and coaching of other emerging churches.

Description of Proposed Practical Outcomes Report

This will include a summary of whether my goals for module one were achieved, which list my desired practical outcomes.

Also learning from conference and application in the area from my stated goals will be made.

A summary of the perceived benefits for my current ministry situation will be made from the whole module and any new/re-orientation for future modules to support ongoing learning and ministry development.
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