Four Theological Turnings, Part 1

Brian McLaren (www.emergentvillage.com)

Background:  Living in a post-Christendom, post-modern, post-Enlightenment, post-evangelical, post-Calvinist, post-charismatic, post-denominational world.

1.  Theology:  A systematic outline of truth, in the form of propositions extracted from the Biblical text through technique, to create a “Biblical world view.”

Or:  An ongoing creative enterprise of making models of the universe based on beliefs about God.

2.  Atonement:  Metaphor, Enemy


A. Ransom/Fishhook


B.  Christus Victor


C.  Penal substitution


D.  Moral Influence


E.  Perfect Penitent


Dominant Evangelical Theory:


Turnings?

3.  Eschatology:  The tail that become the dog.

The “Gospel of Sin Management”

Or:  Salvation of whom? from what? For what?

4.  Scripture:  Foundationalist Categories.

Four Theological Turnings, Part 2

Brian McLaren (www.emergentvillage.com)

Background:  Living in a post-Christendom, post-modern, post-Enlightenment, post-evangelical, post-Calvinist, post-charismatic, post-denominational world.

1.  Theology:  A systematic outline of truth, in the form of propositions extracted from the Biblical text through technique, to create a “Biblical world view.”

Or:  An ongoing creative enterprise of making models of the universe based on beliefs about God.

Recognizing metaphors

Valuing differences

Valuing history (the parable of the swing)

“Saving” our systems

2.  Atonement:  Metaphor, Enemy


A. Ransom/Fishhook


B.  Christus Victor


C.  Penal substitution


D.  Moral Influence


E.  Perfect Penitent


Dangerous Metaphors:

If atonement isn’t central, what is?

The narrative approach…

Greek states versus the Jewish story

3.  Eschatology:  The tail that became the dog.


Salvation of individuals or the church or the world?


Salvation of the church for or in spite of the world? (Election)

Salvation from hell, from sin, from this present evil age?

“Eschatological Realism” and the theology of hope

4.  Scripture:  Post-Foundationalist Categories.


Scripture as an art gallery (artifacts)


Scripture as a community-creating text


Scripture as the end or beginning of wisdom


New Metaphors:  Webs, Rafts, Flotillas, Fabrics

Rediscovering Our Story

Brian McLaren (www.emergentvillage.com)

A missional (creation) theology (see “The Story We Find Ourselves In,” Jossey-Bass, 2003)


1.  Creation



A story, not a state



Chaos and order (produces novelty, beauty)


2.  Crisis

1.  Hunter-gatherers (garden)

2.  Pastoralists (Abel)

3.  Agriculturalists  (Cain)

4.  City-dwellers (Flood)

5.  Empires (Babel)


C.  Calling



Blessed to be a blessing



Instrumental, not exclusive blessing


D.  Conversation

Priests

Prophets

Poets

Philosophers


E.  Christ

Kingdom 

Cross

Commission

Comforter


F.  Communities of faith and mission

“Of every nation”


G.  Consummation

Possibilities

Promise

