Things We’ve Learned

Theology

1. Context – Missionaries in non-Christian/post Christian culture

Last one to turn lights out

Asking Questions – “what does it mean to be Christian, church and pastor/leader” – task for my kids, not answers but start asking

2. Modernism – pursuit of the individual, natural to leave church for my own God space…people think they are being post modern and they’re not.  Persecuted church risk to gather, consumerism church right to avoid it.. sick, facing our brother who died so we could gather…natural to gather…our story of new Christians!  Read plaque in the church, sideman..

3. Tradition:  We jettisoned our traditions in desperate reaction…now we can recover those, but let’s not jettison the new traditions we had…don’t make the same mistake!  Use creed, confessions, poetry, music, dance…and a band…choir, organist…why I lover emergent…form not important,  following Jesus authentically is!

4. Truth only accessed in community!  Truly post modern….Stan Grenz quote

5. Tom Odin – 5 kinds theology, folk, lay, ministerial, professional, academic…

6. Salvation Message:  humanity of Christ obliterated, explain consequences, and way out…being fully human, new creation, incarnation, ecology

7. Value of conversion, don’t abandon it, some people need it, and it is in bible, stepping in Kindgom of light, repenting and changing way of life….meaningful for me…again don’t throw it out, take best and move on and rediscover other ways.

8. Sex, homosexuality…need to do some thinking and theology and  engagement…people live too long  Marriage model we have …unrealistic in non Christian country…Daniel in OT parallels…

Discipleship & Spiritual Formation

9. Discipleship how it got lost…due to formula for heaven, Dallas Willard.  Andy Hickford’s investment in me, joke about exercise and how he’s now in bad shape… Problem of conversion finishing line, vs starting line.  Andy’s prayer for me vs Journey in life!

10. Danger of just talking…get on and do…be the gospel…work it out whilst doing…fear of not knowing what to do…just try your best!

11. Beware intellectualisation.  As we rediscover thinking as part of our spirituality, mystery, doubt, questions…over intellectualisation…new Gnostics, I’m in your out and “don’t get it”

12. Personal safety in place of risk…read dead old guys, keep Jesus at centre, submit to him, reflect and pray…

Church – Ecclesiology

13. Community:  marathon not a sprint, no short cuts, key, investing being connected, not something to get someone else to do!  Andy’s investment in me, leadership journal, J Barnes and my time, Billy graham etc…. Danger of overstatement as well, unrealistic.  Consumerism choice to withdraw…no accountability, I’m out of here!

14. Beware angry young men and women – pissed off evangelicals sociological movement, danger of doing church for pissed op Christians…don’t go there…my talk with Chris ? in Houston…not wanting to be in community where had he located himself in the problem?

15. As good as it gets…what if Toronto, Brown’s Ville, etc were God letting us see how exhausted our way of doing church is, to leave us saying where is it!  What if this is as good as it gets…incarnation, community, accountability, 2,000 years of story, grow, share learn listen…vs Magic wands…discipleship not quick fixes…Evangelism conference vs Healing…..attendance???

16. Magic Wands – want a fix, God to turn up and sort it out…part of our theology, consumerism, modern mind view…a problem that must have an entrepreneurial fix by God…a new prayer system, revival button etc….

17.  Ageism:  post-modern Gnostics, exclusive keepers of new knowledge, have to be under 25…joke about people going forward for calling under 25….blessings of postmodernism is recovery of age doesn’t matter…but we do need young people…value of age and wisdom and life and living!

18. Trendy and pioneering, liminality, few people will be what do the rest of us do?  Trendy web sites, creative theology or the main and the plain…Nat west story…small sideways steps, that can be revolutionary…pressure to innovate vs comfort zones God calls us out of.

19.  Preaching and teaching…don’t abandon, bay and bath water…people like teaching as long as it’s good!  New churches at some point grow and people will want to know more!  If you crap at it don’t do it…get someone else to…pissed of Christians needs vs new Christian needs very different.

20. Not all churches need to switch, transition…good people doing good work…why should I change them all and hurt them?  Discernment or our role…

Leadership & Development

21. Constellation of mentors…one person or denomination meeting all our needs system from modernism,  new learning in post-modern world, we take responsibility for learning…primary tribes and relations…denomination less and less important…diversity not an enemy but a blessing and sign of unity…web of churches, for web of truth!  Old epistemic ecclesiological ways not valid any more.  Get coaching and resourcing, take responsibility for learning yourself.

22. Leadership Styles:  Disciple and pastor, ceo,   etc…Eugene Peterson

