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Scripture: Some Books for Further Reading

This is a lightly revised version of a booklist given to delegates who attended a seminar on Scripture and Hermeneutics at the Evangelical Alliance Assembly in Cardiff, November 2001. It offers a small selection of some of the material available on hermeneutics and the doctrine of Scripture, which will facilitate further investigation of these topics. All of the works are either written from a self-conscious evangelical perspective, or are broadly sympathetic with evangelical concerns.

T. Desmond Alexander and Brian S. Rosner (eds.), New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Leicester: IVP, 2000).
An excellent resource on the crucial area of biblical theology. Some of the essays in the opening section offer great summary overviews of their areas.
http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books2000-12.html

Donald G. Bloesch, Holy Scripture: Revelation, Inspiration, and Interpretation, Christian Foundations (Carlisle: Paternoster, 1994).
A full work on the topic, although not all will share his conviction, influenced by Karl Barth, that the Bible is God’s appointed channel of revelation rather than itself the revelation of God.

Richard Briggs, Be an Expert... in 137 minutes... in Interpreting the Bible (Bletchley: Scripture Union, 1998).
A brief and fun, but highly informative guide to interpreting the Bible.

James Callahan, The Clarity of Scripture: History, Theology and Contemporary Literary Studies (Downers Grove: IVP, 2001).
A wide-ranging and important study arguing that the clarity of Scripture has never been disconnected from how Scripture is read and by whom it is read. According to Callahan, Scripture is clear when it is read as ‘a privileged text, within a privileged community, understood by a privileged mode of reading’. Although the emphasis offers insights, Callahan seems to privilege ‘community’ over ‘canon’.

D.A. Carson and John D. Woodbridge (eds.), Scripture and Truth (Leicester: IVP, 1983), and Hermeneutics, Authority and Canon (Leicester: IVP, 1986).
Two collections of essays on a range of subjects having a bearing on Scripture, hermeneutics and related theological issues. Some are worth their weight in gold; see especially Kevin Vanhoozer’s essay on ‘The Semantics of Biblical Literature: Truth and Scripture’s Diverse Literary Forms’, and D.A. Carson’s lead essay (‘Recent Developments in the Doctrine of Scripture’) in the second volume.

David S. Dockery, Christian Scripture: An Evangelical Perspective on Inspiration, Authority and Interpretation (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1995).
A conservative discussion.

Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for all its Worth (London: SU, 1982 and 1993 2nd edn.).
A brilliant ‘how to’ book on hermeneutics which concentrates on defining the principles appropriate to the interpretation of different types of literature in the Bible. One of the best to buy and read.

John Goldingay, Models for Scripture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994), and Models for Interpretation of Scripture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995).
Goldingay’s basic thesis is that we should allow the models commended by Scripture itself to shape our understanding of the Bible. Such an approach (says Goldingay) respects the Bible’s own diversity and richness, as well as how its various genres function today for the believing community. The follow-up volume focuses on interpretation, considering some of the major biblical genres, especially from the Old Testament. Both books are important and well worth a careful and critical look. They challenge us to consider how far our doctrine of Scripture arises from presuppositions brought to the Bible, and how far it arises from the Bible itself.

Graeme Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture: The Application of Biblical Theology to Expository Preaching (Leicester: IVP, 2000).
A fairly recent volume, exploring different facets of preaching biblical texts with ‘the gospel’ in mind.
http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books2001-04.html

Joel B. Green (ed.), Hearing the New Testament: Strategies for Interpretation (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995).
A collection of academic essays (some of which are outstanding), covering many of the ‘newer’ approaches to interpreting the Bible (reader-response criticism, rhetorical criticism, feminist hermeneutics, etc.), alongside more traditional methods of analysis.

Sidney Greidanus, The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text: Interpreting and Preaching Biblical Literature (Leicester: IVP, 1988), and Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A Contemporary Hermeneutical Method (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999). 
Important books, and broader in scope than just for preachers; the first looks at different aspects of interpretation, focusing on four major biblical genres, and the second covers different facets of the significance of Christ in Old Testament passages.

Paul Helm and Carl R. Trueman (eds.), The Trustworthiness of God: Perspectives on the Nature of Scripture (Leicester: Apollos, 2002).
Brand new this year, this collection of essays considers (from a variety of perspectives) the crucial, but still generally overlooked, area of the relationship between the doctrine of God and the nature of Scripture. (This has also been a major theme of Vanhoozer’s writings on Scripture.)

David Jackman, I Believe in the Bible (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2000).
A helpful contribution to the revamped ‘I Believe’ series.

William W. Klein, Craig L. Blomberg, Robert L. Hubbard Jr., Introduction to Biblical Interpretation (Dallas: Word Publishing, 1993).
An excellent volume, which is quite broad in its scope – not too big or technical to be unhelpful, and not too small or popular to be of no use in taking readers through the areas. I recommend this to LBC students as the best all-round volume; if you must have one book only on hermeneutics, have this one.

Keith A. Mathison, The Shape of Sola Scriptura (Moscow: Canon Press, 2001).
Joining a number of other recent evangelical voices emphasising the importance of tradition, Mathison seeks to answer both Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox critics of the concept of sola Scriptura, as well as the subjective and individualistic version of the doctrine among some current evangelicals which bears little resemblance to the teaching of the Reformers.

Stephen Motyer, The Bible With Pleasure (Leicester: Crossway, 1997).
Previously published as Unlock the Bible (London: SU, 1990), this is similar in scope to Fee & Stuart’s How to Read the Bible for all Its Worth, but even more popular in its approach. Excellent stuff.

Grant R. Osborne, The Hermeneutical Spiral: A Comprehensive Guide to Biblical Interpretation (Downers Grove: IVP, 1991).
This is a very full and good textbook from an evangelical scholar; a little dull in places, but one of the best all-round volumes available.

J.I. Packer, God Has Spoken (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1993 rev. edn.).
A standard evangelical work.

Clark H. Pinnock, The Scripture Principle (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1985).
Somewhat controversial as an evangelical statement, but it still stands as a significant discussion of the area. Like Bloesch, Pinnock tends towards the view that Scripture is the medium through which God’s word comes, not so much a product of revelation as a product for revelation.

Philip E. Satterthwaite and David F. Wright (eds.), A Pathway into the Holy Scripture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995).
A very helpful collection of essays marking the 500th anniversary of the birth of William Tyndale.

Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Is There a Meaning in This Text? The Bible, the Reader and the Morality of Literary Knowledge (Leicester: Apollos, 1998).
We waited for years for this book from Vanhoozer, and it was well worth it! It’s a truly excellent work, covering many aspects of hermeneutical theory, and presenting a sustained case from beginning to end. Not an easy read, but well worth persevering with, especially if you have a background in philosophy or literary theory. http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books1998-12.html

Timothy Ward, Word and Supplement: Speech Acts, Biblical Texts, and the Sufficiency of Scripture (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002 forthcoming).
Look out for this title, due to appear some time later this year. The book started out as a PhD thesis written under the supervision of Kevin Vanhoozer, and promises to be a significant restatement of an evangelical view of Scripture. (Tim Ward also contributes an essay to the Helm and Trueman edited volume above.)

Nicholas Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse: Philosophical Reflections on the Claim that God Speaks (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995).
An important philosophical work, exploring the relation of Scripture as human discourse to Scripture as divine discourse, and how it can be both simultaneously. As the subtitle indicates, Wolterstorff reflects on the claim that God speaks, and concludes it is philosophically defensible. The book has generated considerable debate among philosophers and theologians.

Telford Work, Living and Active: Scripture in the Economy of Salvation, Sacra Doctrina: Christian Theology for a Postmodern Age (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002).
The most recent volume in Eerdmans’ ‘Sacra Doctrina’ series, Work seeks to offer what he calls a ‘Systematic Bibliology’, arguing that the doctrine of Scripture needs constantly to be revisited in the light of every other locus of theology – Trinity, soteriology, ecclesiology, eschatology... Scripture is God’s Word and reflects his character (cf. Helm and Trueman above); it plays a role in God’s work of salvation, and in the church. ‘In theological language, the three claims are that the Bible’s character as the Word of God suggests a Trinitarian ontology of Scripture; that the Bible’s role in salvation suggests a historical and personal soteriology of Scripture; and that the Bible’s inextricable relationship with the Church in its eschatological setting suggests an ecclesiology of Scripture’ (10).

Antony Billington, Lecturer in Hermeneutics, London Bible College
June 2002

***

And here are some other books I have reviewed on the LBC website which are pertinent to a number of our discussions during the Symposium:

Martin B. Copenhaver, Anthony B. Robinson, William H. Willimon, Good News in Exile: Three Pastors Offer a Hopeful Vision for the Church (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999).
http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books1999-10.html

Gary Dorrien, The Remaking of Evangelical Theology (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1998), and Millard J Erickson, Postmodernizing the Faith: Evangelical Responses to the Challenge of Postmodernity (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1998).
http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books1999-09.html

Peter Hicks, Evangelicals and Truth: A Creative Proposal for a Postmodern Age (Leicester: Apollos, 1998), and Henry H. Knight III, A Future for Truth: Evangelical Theology in a Postmodern World (Nashville: Abingdon, 1997).
http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books1998-05.html

Lucy Lind Hogan and Robert Reid, Connecting with the Congregation: Rhetoric and the Art of Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon: 1999), and André Resner, Preacher and Cross: Person and Message in Theology and Rhetoric (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999).
http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books2000-06.html

Nancey Murphy, Beyond Liberalism and Fundamentalism: How Modern & Postmodern Philosophy Set the Theological Agenda (Valley Forge: Trinity Press International, 1996).
http://www.londonbiblecollege.ac.uk/Archive/book_comments/books1998-11.html
