Elizabeth O’Connor

Call

Notes from Cry Pain, Cry Hope

1. New stages of life often cause new works or calls to emerge. It is a process of discovering what God created in us and thus was always there. This is a part of the journey toward the freedom to be our true selves.

2. The time between calls—a transition stage—is usually marked by discontentment:

a. Current work doesn’t grab us like it used to

b. It is a period of anxiety or boredom

c. The old is losing meaning, but nothing new has emerged (trapeze illustration)

3. The whole of our lives cohere around call. It is how we make meaning of the various aspects of our lives.

4. We need to honor call in our own lives and the lives of those around us:

a. This requires a commitment to creativity

b. This requires a structure that can empower and release this (see my notes on freedom in the Columbus Accords)

5. Pursuing call always risks rejection. There is a need or desire in most of us to conform in order to please people.

a. Pursuing call, by definition, means that some of our friends and family will realize that their hearts are not with us

b. This is a big reason why no one wants to be a prophet.

c. We need to learn to enjoy space and freedom for ourselves and to give it to others

i. To love is to let someone go

ii. To cling to others in an effort to control is to never truly love them.

6. Call involves co-creation with God—this is our vocation:

a. Requires inner journey to confront the forces of darkness churning within ourselves (cf. Moses)

b. Contemplation, reflection leads to clarity of vision and call

7. Exodus 3:11- Call is a mixture of awe-filled dread combined with the feeling of being companioned.

8. Begin to invest yourself in a dream and commitment to it will grow

a. If people only began something when they were fully committed, very little would ever get done.

b. Take one step and if it seems good, take another

9. Cosby: “If it were impossible, you would not have been able to envision it.”

a. Nurture your imagination

10. Gifts fit into and enable callings; not the reverse. Gifts emerge and evolve in response to call. Many people do not yet know the full scope of their gifts because they have never heard a call and given themselves wholeheartedly to it.

11. Religious structures must be able to contain, celebrate and assist callings to fruition. When people get passionately in touch with the latent energy deep within themselves, they cannot be contained within neat boundaries. It is especially “anti-kingdom” when those boundaries exist for the self-preservation of some institution.

12. Pursuing call almost always involves economic risk and often doesn’t “look prudent” to others.

13. “Call asks that we set out from a place that is familiar and relatively secure for a destination that can only be perceived, and that we cannot be at all certain of reaching so many are the obstacles that will loom along the way. One of the ways to test the authenticity of call is to determine whether it requires a journey. This journey is not necessarily geographical although, as in the case of Abraham and Moses, it is not at all unusual for it to involve leaving one’s work and home. Whether or not the call includes an outward journey, it always includes an inward one. We need to be delivered from all that binds and keeps the real self from breaking into music and becoming joy to the world. 

a.
The first stretch of the inward journey is touching in some vital way our own deepest feelings. To see visions or to hear call without being faithful to one’s most ardent yearnings is utterly impossible. Our strongest feelings revolve around our wants and desires, and we have been taught since our first summer to give these only slight attention, so that when we think about drawing close to our real longings we have feelings of guilt and shame. It is as though our deepest wishes were unworthy and, if pursued, would get us into all kinds of trouble, and at the very least cause us to feel or be called selfish. The opposite, of course, is true.

b.
When we succeed in ignoring our wants they either find expression in destructive ways or cause us all kinds of ills and problems that make us self-centered and self-serving-the very end we are so anxious to avoid. The outcome, however, is not usually this dramatic. Out of touch with the life-giving energy of our wants and desires, we are more apt to become flat and uninteresting people. Imperceptibly disintegration goes on at the very core of life. The calm and expressionless face reflects not peace at the center, but a dying going on within.” (P. 82-83)

14. Sometimes at the center of our own pain, or empathetic pain, we glimpse a better world and hear a call.

15. In discovering call, one finds how to be “well” and “at play in the world.”

16. On the other hand, frustration, impotence and rage fill the heart that cannot be about its real business, which is always the Father’s business.

17. If this is true, there is little in life more important than hearing God’s call upon our lives.

18. Seeking call involves withdrawal, brooding, quiet. It also requires inner journey work; i.e. anger blocks creativity; to create is to love, give and risk for others.

19. Call can never be answered for “what you’ll get out of it.” Rather than wanting from others, a godly call makes us into givers.

20. To articulate a call, a vision:

a. It is to invite friction with one’s contemporaries

b. “The poet and the prophet discover themselves playing the idiot before a jury of sober eyes”

c. 
Martin Luther King was not killed because of his dream; he was killed for trying to implement it. Like Jesus, he found himself in confrontation with “the powers.”

d. Opposition to newness should not surprise us; to help us not be judgmental towards others who respond predictably to us, we need only to remind ourselves that somewhere in most of us lives “a dream killer.”

21. Call leads to work; this is a big battle for most people. Everyone would love to be Michelangelo now, but who would like to spend four years lying on their back atop scaffolding suspended under a dome no one had yet heard of? 

a. Vision sustains works when “call” becomes “ a promise.” 

22. “What stirs in our hearts will never correspond with what we are able to transpose onto paper or canvas or to shape into bridges and buildings and highways and institutions.  Trying is all that matters.  Our yes to call is saying that we will try.  The guide, helper, angel, mentor, or, if you prefer, ‘the little fellow of the wood – some wizard, hermit, shepherd, or smith’ – will appear, to supply the amulets and advice.

a.
When the book is written, or the institution built, it will fall short, no matter how much blood it costs.  Then there is nothing to do but write another book, paint another picture, start another project, dream another dream, see another vision.  If it has to do with the lifting up of valleys and the leveling of mountains, the supernatural aid will be given again.”   pgs. 97-98

23. Call is best developed in loving, supportive community-

a. Listen to each other

b. Be “dream-catchers” 

c. Celebrate adventure and risk

24. “Response to vision seems to be surrender to the destiny written deep in one’s own being.  When that surrender is made – ‘let what you have said be done to me’ (Luke 1:38) – one is connected not only to the core of one’s own life, but to the pulsating, energizing heart of God at the center of the universe and at the center of every life.”  p. 134

25. “’Gordon preached a sermon today on fear.  He said: ‘When I reflect deeply on my life and what I really want, it is not to be afraid.  When I am afraid, I am miserable.  I play it safe.  I restrict myself.  I hide the talent of me in the ground.  I am not deeply alive – the depths of me are not being expressed.  When I am afraid I am a house divided against itself.  So more than anything else I want to be delivered from fear, for fear is alien to my own best interest or, to put it positively, I want to give myself generously, magnanimously, freely – out of love.  I want to be able to take risks – to express myself, to welcome and embrace the future.  I want to see what it is to be most deeply me.  I want union with all of life and existence.  I want to know and sense a oneness with others – with all humankind.  I want to know warmth and closeness, to give acceptance and understanding and support.  I want to sacrifice myself freely, for this is when I am most alive, most me.  I sense that the art of loving, the art of risk taking, is my thing.’

In True Wilderness, H.A. Williams wrote, ‘…If you want to discover the difference which Jesus made to mankind, and go to the New Testament to find out, the answer given is the casting out of people’s lives of fear.  Fear, in the New Testament, is considered to be the root of all evil.  It is fear which makes men selfish, it is fear which makes them hate, it is fear which makes them blind, it is fear which makes them mad.  Fear casts out love, as love casts out fear.  Which of the two therefore am I going to choose?’

My fears keep me from being the self I was intended to be, and from doing the work that is mine to do.  Poet Denise Levertov completes the thought:

I know there is so much of me

wasted,

so much we could have been or done

that we held ourselves back from,

out of fear,

or out of the dream we had but one thing to be or do,

or out of the faith a life is richer lived among paths

not taken.”                   p. 136,137

26. Madeleine L’Engle writes:

This is the irrational season

when love blooms bright and wild.

Had Mary been filled with reason

There’d have been no room for the child.

My prayer:

Lord Jesus, come again

Thy spirit to impart.

Make as an empty inn

My lone and fearful heart.                      p. 156

27.  My Lord God 
       I have no idea where I am going. 
                I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
       Nor do I really know myself, 
                and the fact that I think I am following 
            your will does not mean 
                       that I am actually doing so. 
    But I believe that my desire to please you 
                     does in fact please you. 
  And I hope that I have that desire 
                              in all that I am doing. 
        I hope that I will never do anything 
                                          apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this 
                you will lead me by the right road 
    though I may know nothing about it. 
                       Therefore will I trust you always 
              though I may seem to be lost 
        and in the shadow of death. 
                            I will not fear, 
                      for you are ever with me, 
          and you will never leave me 
                          to face my perils alone. 
Thomas Merton (1915-1968) 
A Prayer, as quoted in AquaChurch by Leonard Sweet 
Todd Hunter
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