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Introduction:

Finding one’s call or mission, seeing how one’s gift(s) fits that call and engaging in the disciplines necessary to carry out such a call is the plan of God for all disciples.  This process is central to human identity.

We were all created to be actors in God’s story. Discovering one’s calling/mission is to discover one’s role as an actor. Calling and mission are broad concepts. They become an organizing principle for a disciple’s life. Call breaks the power of false categories and integrates the various parts of our life: work, home and play.

As soon as a disciple wants to work with God in God’s story, he or she will begin to see with God’s eyes the injustice in the world and hear with God’s ears the cries of human pain. There is so much need. Where does one begin? What should I do? This is where calling comes in – it directs us to our row in the garden. 

Definitions:

· Calling: This is a relational term; a person (God) calling to another (a disciple). It is the Holy Spirit drawing someone to their place or role in “the story.’ See John 14:15-18, 25-27; 151-8; 16:7, 13.  Responding to God’s call “completes” us; we become fully alive; fully human; humanity, Israel and the church as God intended it. 

· Calling is also helpfully understood as a strong inner impulse given by God that pulls us toward a particular course of action on God’s behalf (in his name) for the sake of his work in the world.

Church Of The Savior: Characteristics They Discovered:

1. Call is touching the reality of what is while envisioning what could be. 

2. Call connects us to places of pain in the world and is often connected to the places of pain in ourselves.

3. Call is persistent

4. Call uses the gifts we bring, evokes new gifts from within us and requires the gifts of others.

5. Call is impossible and, therefore, deepens our awareness of our utter dependence on God for whom all things are possible. (We cannot do anything of eternal value apart from the Spirit working through us.)

6. Call energizes, excites and enlivens

7. Call is confirmed by community

8. Call is to be shared by community

9. Call is costly

10. Call evolves. And one call often competes with other authentic calls in our lives, requiring an often painful prioritizing of those calls.

Hindrances And Polluters Of Calling:

1.  Rushing

2.  The need to be relevant

3.  The need to be wanted or needed

4.  Being need driven vs. Spirit driven

5.  Trying to determine call based on gifting alone

6.  The cares of daily life swallow up call (see the Parable of

     the Sower)

7.  Fear of loss of control

8.  Fear of risk

9.  Fear of where pursuing the truth might lead 

· Mission: an assigned task; something someone is sent by God to do; an enterprise commissioned by God; a charge given; a particular place to work in God’s field. 

· Gift: a notable capacity; a talent or endowment; a tool; a special ability to do something; an aptitude, bent or inclination.

Spiritual Gifts are: 

Constituted: I “possess” this gift; it remains a part of me; “I am a _______.” In this view each member of the body equals a part; each part equals a gift. This never or rarely changes – even as a hand does not usually switch to being a foot. 

Situational: In this view gifts are seen as disposable; they get used up in the doing of them – like a postman delivering something – then it is gone (from him). In this view God can use any disciple at anytime in any of the gifts. 

An Integrated View: The gifts are both. The passages in Romans 12 and Ephesians 4 suggest a more constituted view. The 1 Corinthians passage points to a situational understanding (see especially 1 Corinthians 12:31; 14:1; 5; 12b, 13.) In my own life I know I am a pastor, leader, teacher, etc. I never stand up to teach hoping the gift of teaching comes. It is always there; I have come to trust and count on it. On the other hand, if I am called to the hospital to pray for an accident victim, I don’t know if a gift of healing will come – that is situational in my life. Also, gifts can mix: while teaching (constitutional) I may get a gift of wisdom (situational). 

· Summary of definitions:

Calling and mission are two ways of talking about the same thing. We are all called to be “cooperative friends of Jesus – seeking to live constant lives of goodness.” The goal is to hear our calling and to sense our mission within the purpose of God to have a people who will be his instrument of love for the world – especially the least, the lost, the last and the broken (See Matthew 25:31-46.) 

Seeing this call is often expressed as a vision; seeing by faith the completed, perfect end.  This provides direction, energy and faith to move forward. 

· Concluding thoughts:

Discovering call is a communal affair.  Most of the time (note: Joshua and Caleb and select others as exceptions to this rule) it will be confirmed by honest, loving friends.

The process of discovering and clarifying call is part prophetic, part pragmatic; neither should be ignored.  However, under the guidance of the Spirit and the community, either one can take the lead in any given situation.

Most of the time calling will be heard and clarified in a team.  Or, a call will be sounded that creates a team.  Each member then finds his or her row in the garden or part to act in the play.

Finally, a word about how the spiritual disciplines and call work together.  As soon as we seek to be God’s actors, we will see that we can’t do it.  This raises a question:  “How do we learn to act for God naturally and easily from the inside out?” (Mt. 12:33-35).  We fit our life into this story by becoming the “kind” of people who would.  We do what we can, that which is under our power (the disciplines) in order to become the kind of people who then can do what we presently can’t – embody an interior goodness, love the poor, care for the sick, work against injustice, etc.
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