God is Always Found In The Most God-forsaken Places


Alan Roxburgh
Is there a connection between growing churches & nurturing disciples

Circulating saints vs. growing into the Kingdom


How can the West be converted


what does it mean to engage a culture that does not care

complexity:
scientific school that does not move in straight lines


living in an in-between time between stability & newly established equilibrium

not a time of either/or – more a time of both/and

	
	Functional Christendom Technical/Perform Skills
	Emergent Missional Adaptive Skills


	Environment
· (what we take for granted)
	· Stable

· Predictable

· Developmental
	· Unstable

· Discontinuous

· Emergent


	· Organizational Culture
	· Hierarchies

· Bureaucracies

· Managers / experts

· To-down flow

· Alignment around plan

· linear
	· Networks

· Teams

· Dialogue/conscious learning

· Bottom-up flow

· Cultivate variety

· Non-linear dynamics


	· Leadership Functions
	· Performative

· Operational

· Manage people

· Optimize performance

· Control structure
	· Adaptive

· Maintain tension between adaptive & operational

· Manage rules

· Create experiments

· Cultivate environment of adaptability



Emergence:
aware of only a core set of assumptions, progress can not be pre-determined

Critical non-emergent attributes: marriage, children, human bodies (given, not chosen)

We are 20 yrs into the popular conversation of pomo/emergent

Topography is coming into focus: for example, globalization over last 50 yrs
Conversation began in ‘70s in Davos: West had solved industrialization had to break barriers down

’89: Berlin wall comes down & with it a world 50 yrs old


technology accelerated flow of transactions

narrative pts: trinity of inevitability (unhindered markets help all, unhindered mkts connected by networks, global high priests)

end of nation-state, democratization for all, all boats lifted, mkts produce new internat’l harmony, new global corp not old nationalism

industrialization eviscerated in West, moved So & E




deconstructing globalization narrative





some traditional threads in globalization = modernity






highly individualized, very dependent on enlightenment





we can re-conceptualize from the ground-up (clean sheet)






instrumental rationality: programs & mgmt can fix







we see only what we want to see

Runskulnecuff:
God turns up in the most God-for-saken places

God not only found in the new, the next, the emergent

Isaiah

Jews in captivity
God uses language of memory, not future




…remember Abraham & Sarah….

Ruth

life not working, but God showing up in most God-forsaken people

Hosea

people  of Israel go back into the desert to reclaim memory

Luke

all major stories present God’s future coming thru most surprising

Current society is addicted to idea that we have the power to shape the future we want

Local congregation is one of the most God-forsaken places in U.S.


John 20
greets w/ Shalom, language of God’s jubilee




Then shows holes in hands




Then he breathes on them
reconstituted creation (ala Genesis)


God’s spirit is in & amongst God’s people 
God’s future amongst people of God

Real challenge: enter back into ordinary congregations, not into something new


How to cultivate missional imagination of people of God emerges

Task of leadership: cultivate an environment out of which God’s missional imagination can emerge, beginning where they are
Cultivating transformation
developing new DNA strands

Begins  w/ awareness that something is wrong
content, cognitive, media



Levels of anxiety & confusion are blurring focus



Begin by hearing where people are
language for what we experience




God words creation into being


Moves to understanding
what are experiencing
dialogue, affective, integrative


Evolves to evaluating
only here do you talk about church


Try experiments
planning, resources, action


Translates to commitment: others, 10% need


Most traditional churches start with commitment, then cascade back down
