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Great Omission from Great Commission

Dallas Willard
Teaching them to obey all that I command you to

tends to be central gap in churches

We talk about it, but we rarely drill down to Jesus commands

Do we intend & have a strategy to teach people to routinely & normally do what Jesus did



A plan & practice that produces people that give thanks no matter what



Intelligent direction to our action

Baptism= immerse people in the Trinitarian reality

How did we get here ?  not honoring the vessel (our social location) in pursuit of treasure



Rather than cultural struggles over vessel, which become attention center



We get distracted by vessel stuff, rather than focus on treasure



Hangover of modernity & fundamentalism: Jesus gets lost




2 Gospels (incomplete & dismissive):  both omit character transformation

correct belief (fundies), social action (lib mainline)




modernity: over-emphasis on recently invented techniques  by fundies & libs





theological barriers & dead wood of tradition



7 last words of church: we never did it this way before

Are we actually called to teach the commands of Jesus ?

John 14
the one who loves me keeps my commandments


1 John 2
know that you have come to know Him – keep his commands


keeping Jesus commandments does not mean becoming legalist



legalism makes Jesus look like a fool



Matthew 5:20

Jesus always teaches beyond the commandments




Understanding own goodness + interaction w/ Holy Spirit





Why would one even do what is wrong


Keeping commands = building house on rock
not = house on sand



Commands rooting factor

Can we actually teach the commands of Jesus ?


Change in pursuit of Jesus’ commands = desire + teaching + means (steps to take)


Righteousness: does it simply mean you remain a sinner until you die ?



Romans 7:
Paul’s testimony of doing what he says he won’t


Matthew 5
proclaiming the Kingdom & availability to all

q. Jesus: don’t think I have come to abolish Law & Prophets

20 unless goodness goes beyond law & prophet, you will not enter Kingdom

Heaven not away, later or far away

Go for the root, rather than simply the behavior

Jesus calling out level of explicit action, rather than simply beliefs


Pharisaical approach: just aim at action
not manageable


Jesus warns against “leaven” of Pharisees
moving spirit

Example: look at anger & contempt, rather than act of killing


Jesus starts with anger
initial roadblock



Anger: will phenomenon


Attitudes > actions


Heart > ritual


Mercy > rigor

Not necessarily give the farm away, tho that may be appropriate

27 looking in lust, beyond adultery

easiest solution to adultery
don’t look at women (bhurka)
subsequent verses tease out  Pharisaical approach – cut it out

people not being transformed always core problem of church
not insufficient people, $$$

persistence > working very hard
am I w/ God & is God w/ me where I am

central litmus test

cross residing in your heart replaces anger

compared to righteously mean xians fueled by anger & contempt

Great Commission
Matthew 28: 19 -20


Jesus given say over everything in Heaven & Earth


Go make apprentices to me among people of every kind


Submerge them in the reality of the Trinitarian God



These 3 critical build-up to commitment


Lead them into doing everything I have told you to do


Jesus is with us (Emmanuel) every minute until the job is done
Call to establish Kingdom beach-heads throughout life, not a call to start churches

Primary instrument of evangelism: human body that brings reality  (Incarnational)



people can become what every heart wants


Jesus sets afoot moral revolution in the world

Things Great Teachers Must Teach


What is the nature of reality?


Reality to Jesus: God in His Kingdom


Who is well-off: blessedness, the Good Life?


Jesus says anyone who is alive in the Kingdom of God is well-off




Blessed are…for theirs is the Kingdom



Human beings tend to focus on outcomes/actions – then woe be’s


Who is a “really good” person?


Anyone who is animated & related w/ agape love


How to become a really good person?



Trust Jesus & become an apprentice of Jesus’ commands


Other faith traditions teach a POV on this
xians convinced that Jesus spoke this


Xians tend not to discuss on this level, ceding the

3 Main Stories in Our Culture

all revolve around identity & empowerment


Theistic:
reality is a person, with his activity & its results



Basis on civilization, as opposed  to culture


Scientistic:
reality is matter & its complications (not scientific)

Nirvana/New Age:
reality is non-differentiation individuation & separateness is an illusion



No-thing-ness


Each of these stories has its own “spirituality” & its own answer to questions:


Nature of reality


Who is well-off: blessedness, the Good Life ?


Who is a “really good” person ?


How to become a really good person?

Xianity competing w/ so many other worldviews, particularly w/in modern culture


Do we present it as a real alternative

Nature of reality

Central to Jesus’ teachings
death has no dominion, life exists in spiritual reality

God supplies reality to everything else (Genesis 1, John 1, Colossians 1)

Indicators of Unseen, Non-Physical Reality w/in Visible World


Dependent nature of all physical worlds
including physical world as whole


Awareness or consciousness, and awareness of awareness (or consciousness)


Great events & people, including Jesus Christ


Power of beauty –goodness manifest as sense
spontaneous giving thanks

Experience of co-working w/ God

What is spirit

God is spirit, paradigmatic reality
I AM THAT I AM


Xians deal with a person, not a force

In humans, spirit is unbodily personal power
creative will

Made up of thoughts, desires, feelings, valuations, character


Xian spirituality unique in that it communicates living w/ God

God is father of spirits such as you & I

We are not our bodies or our brains & we have an eternal destiny of reigning


Prayer: the action of reigning

C.S. Lewis:
next to the Blessed Sacrament, your neighbor is the holiest object presented to your senses

Chardin:
we are not human beings having a spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings having a human experience

Who Are We & Why Are We Here



We are a never ceasing spiritual being w/ an eternal destiny in God’s great universe




Hence sin means separating from that destiny


Spiritual in substance


Never ceasing in duration
not bounded by time or space

Our lives as a spiritual being completed only by living in & from the Kingdom/gvt of heaven
Kingdom of God

Kingdom of God: 
range of God’s effective will

it is where what God wants done is done
Gospel of Jesus:
life in the Kingdom of God is available now, we can experience



The Kingdom & live in it, by placing our trust in Jesus for everything



By being his constant students precisely because we have trust in him




Matthew 11:11-12

Luke 15:15

The only saving advice: trust Jesus



Not just something He did or said, but Him



Big difference between faith & trust




Trust: interface w/ reality, learn from it, move on it

Bottom line question: does Gospel I preach have a natural tendency to produce disciples, or only consumers of religious good & services


Term xian only used 3 times in NT
used to describe co-mingled Jew & Gentile believers

My whole life as redemption

Confidence in Jesus & His Present Kingdom naturally leads to:

a. seeing my whole life as the place of redemption (interactive relationship)

b. and to discipleship as living life as Jesus would as if he were I

Discipleship in Kingdom of God
As Jesus’ apprentice (disciple, student) I am learning from Him how to lead my own life in the kingdom of God as he would lead it if He were I


I am with Him in all my circumstances learning to be like Him

How big is your Kingdom ?
question to frame scale of need for Jesus

3 main aspects of discipleship

1. learning to do as He did & what He taught

teaching by others who are an instrument of God (even in violence)

2. learning to handle the ordinary events of daily life within the principles & power of God’s Kingdom rule
e.g.
running a business, a difficult committee mtg, family dispute

3. learning to act w/ God’s power in bringing the Kingdom to hear on obvious human need individual & social

how can we speak to things in the authority of the Kingdom ?  speaking to things in name of Jesus

power of prayer has always been limitless


God intends to bring us into a place where we can do what we want to do, acting in union
Changes in character comes from inside out
Jesus never healed character


Character=embedded behavior, what we do w/o thinking


Not managing outcomes, but trusting in our God

The heart that Jesus gives us – seen in SERMON ON THE MOUNT


A good tree can not bear bad fruit


Trust in Jesus will bring us to being the kind of person who:



Lives free of contempt & anger (Matthew 5:21-26)



Is free from domination by sexual lust & disgust (Matthew 5:27-32)



Is free of desire to dominate & control verbally (Matthew 5:33-37)



Is free from grudges, “fairness” & “paying back” (Matthew 5:38-42)



Is able to love enemies & less those who curse (Matthew 5:43-48)



Does not “perform” for human credit (Matthew 6:1-18)


Does not trust in physical substances (Matthew 6:19-34)



Does not manage others by condemnation (Matthew 7:1-12)

Commands are invitation to certain type of person, who has been transformed & matures

How Does Change Takes Place

Never simply by willpower
there is a problem w/ the will, but it is not the only problem


Surrendering/yielding will is the starting point to personal change



A person still trying to run their own lives can not change

Consumers of religious goods & services can not lead to transformation

Preaching must deal w/ changing thinking, not entertaining



It does not matter what is said, it matter what happens between word & hear









Environment







      Soul



Main Conditions of Spiritual Growth

Vision


Of Kingdom of God & our life in it


Character Goals


Power – our empowerment


Accepted ways of doing church are not working
not producing disciples



Radical change is called for, not evolutionary



We tend to distract ourselves on means, rather than vision



No other part of life accepts no progress after repeated teaching

Intention

To actually fulfill the vision


Point that we decide (conscious or not) to make that vision real



Depends on the vision


A shift occurs & our lives become inclined to make this happen



I’m gonna do that
now, how shall I do that ?
Means

For realizing the vision


Spiritual Disciplines effectively implemented


Temptation to turn means into laws & rituals


Systems are major obstacle to transformation



Can only escape thru spirit of grace & hope
   work w/in system, but do not trust


Means always negotiable, but central ? is whether they are serving vision & intention
Primary field of evangelism globally is the U.S.


Parable of the sower
the ground shifts & changes


Kingdom > institutional church

Christ exists far beyond church


Place-based church model has been left behind by social structure (density of population)



From the harvest to the harvest

Dominican friars & Wesleyan preachers: both examples of dying people preaching to other dying people as if life depended on it

Getting it right can often be a death sentence for xian practice


Hunger to know that we are “in” can be stifling

What attracts people to church is the quality of the people in the church, not the whiz bang service

Examples:
early Quakers, Franciscans & Methodists (before they got a system)
Ministry occurs when folks ministering are seeped in Kingdom progress, no matter how green
Spiritual Discipline

An activity in my own power which enables me to accomplish what I can not do by direct effort

Focused on the enhancement of the interactive life of grace in the (spiritual) kingdom of Heavens

Discipline & grace are not exclusive but complimentary

Grace is not opposed to effort, but to earning
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Can be both pro & con but always there


Social setting always changes in transformation





Principle of unity/whole-ness interrelating our  feelings, sensations, emotions, representations, concepts, beliefs, conations, willings, character


Makes one life of many elements


Substance in classic sense of a being enduring thru time & change, w/ its own qualities & powers
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